
                              ELA 6th Grade : Week of August 17-21  Mrs. Trotter 

  Outcomes  Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Monday,  

August 17 

Diagnostic 

Testing   

Today we will: 

● Complete a district wide 

ELA Diagnostic 

Assessment 

1. Complete a district wide ELA Diagnostic Assessment.  Both hours of 

ELA.   

**See notes below for information on the diagnostic.  

 

Homework: Read “No Title” by Woody Guthrie 

Personalize ELA Notebook by Monday 8/24 

Tuesday,  

August 18 

Diagnostic 

Testing 

 

 Lesson 4 

Synthesize 

Information 

from Different 

Sources 

Today we will: 

● Complete a district 

wide ELA Diagnostic 

Assessm 

 

2nd Hour: 

● Read an 

autobiographical essay 

written by Woody 

Guthrie. 

● Gather and organize 

information from 

different sources. 

● Use that information to 

write a description of 

life in Oklahoma in the 

1930s. 

● Complete a district wide ELA Diagnostic Assessment in first hour. 

 

 

 

Second Hour: 

Google Classroom L4 Class Notes: 

1. Let’s Prepare:  Out of the Dust novel, “No Title” text by Woody 

Guthrie, Class Notes with Two Texts Graphic Organizer.  

2. Let’s Read:  Review Writing Prompt. 

3. Let’s Read:  Read “No Title” by Woody Guthrie and complete the 

Two Texts graphic organizer.  

4. Let’s Express Our Understanding:  Write a descriptive paragraph 

about living in the Dust Bowl including physical environment, daily 

life, and people’s attitudes.   

 

Homework: Review Lesson 4 and complete any unfinished Class Notes 

in Google Classroom. 

Personalize ELA Notebook by Monday 8/24 

Wednesday, 

August 19  

 

Lesson 5/6 

Research the 

Drought Years 

 

and  

Today we will: 

● Read “The Drought” 

from American 

Experience by PBS.org 

● Discuss the causes and 

potential remedies of 

dust storms 

● Work with unfamiliar 

Google Classroom L5 and L6 Class Notes: 

1. Let’s Prepare:  “The Drought” by PBS.org, Vocabulary Log, L5 and L6 

Class Notes 

2. Let’s Work With Words:  drought 

3. Let’s Read:  Read “The Drought” from American Experience by 

PBS.org and highlight unfamiliar words. 

4. Let’s Discuss:  3 questions about Black Sunday and how Dust Bowl 

got its name. 



 

Summarize Our 

Understanding 

vocabulary terms 

● Write a summary of 

“The Drought” 

 

5. Let’s Work With Words:  Using excerpt from text, add unfamiliar 

vocabulary terms to Vocabulary Log. 

6. Let’s Discuss:  3 causes of black blizzards 

7. Let’s Discuss:  Farming methods government promoted. 

8. Let’s Express Our Understanding:  Reflection Question 

9. Let’s Practice:  Write a summary of “The Drought” 

 

Homework:  

● Read Encyclopedia Entries 

● Review Lesson 5/6 and complete any unfinished Class Notes in 

Google Classroom 

● Reread “The Drought”   

● Personalize ELA Notebook by Monday 8/24 

 

Thursday, 

August 20  

 

Lesson 6/ 7 

Summarize Our 

Understanding 

and 

Create a 

Timeline of 

Historical 

Events 

 

Today we will:Write a 

summary of “The 

Drought.” 

● Determine historical 

events using readings 

and notes. 

● Create a class timeline 

of historical events 

using readings and 

notes. 

 

1. Let’s Prepare:  TEXTS - Encyclopedia entries, “Drought!”, Wheat 

Prices graph, Propaganda Posters, “The Drought”, and Google 

Classroom L6  and L7 CLASS NOTES 

2. Let’s Read:  Encyclopedia Entries 

3. Let’s Read:  “Drought!” by Ganzel 

4. Let’s Read:  Wheat Prices graph 

5. Let’s Read:  Propaganda Posters 

6. Let’s Express Our Understanding:  Make predictions in the novel 

based on historical information. 

 

Homework: Review Lesson 6/7 and complete any unfinished Class 

Notes in Google Classroom  

Personalize ELA Notebook by Monday 8/24 

Friday,  

August 21  

 

Lesson 8 

Compare and 

Contrast 

Structures 

Used to Convey 

Information 

Today we will: 

● View videos of Dust 

Bowl residents talking 

about their experiences. 

● Compare and contrast 

various structures used 

to convey information. 

● Develop a claim and 

support it with reasons. 

1. Let’s Prepare:   

2. Let’s Read: Watch video interview of residents of the Dust bowl to 

understand their experiences 

3. Let’s Practice:  Evaluating information structures for benefits and 

limitations  

4. Let’s Express Our Understanding:  Answer reading journal question 

Homework: Review Lesson 8 and complete any unfinished work in 

Class Notes in Google Classroom 

Personalize ELA Notebook by Monday 8/24 



 

Highlights/Notes:  

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

  We are writing to inform you of the Diagnostic test your child(ren) will be taking the week of August 17-21 in both ELA and math.  The 

purpose of this test is two-fold: to see how prepared students are for this year’s content and how we can better help them on a more 

individual basis.  

 Although this test is not being entered into Powerschool, this test is one way for teachers to better understand what students know, 

and what they still need to work on.  After the test is graded, you will then receive your child’s performance results.  With these results you 

will also receive information on the support available to your child and recommendations from the teacher on how to help your child at 

home. 

We want to thank you in advance for supporting these efforts and helping your child be better than yesterday. 

 

Sincerely,  

  6th grade teachers  

 

 

● Trotter Due Monday 8/24:  Personalizing ELA notebooks is taking the composition notebook required material for classroom and 

adding pictures, words, decoration, anything that means something to the student to the outercover of the notebook. (I do 

encourage front and back)..  For example, I have personalized my notebooks over the years with pictures of me and my family, my 

name, quotes or other images from magazines that are of interest to me.  There are several reasons I ask students to personalize 

their ELA notebooks:  1.  I get to learn more about the student.  2.  It is a positive reminder of what is important to the student 

throughout the day.  It can be a mood lifter for the student when days are not going so well.  3.  It can provide inspiration for writing 

and learning.  I have clear packing tape in the classroom to help students secure what they taped or glued onto the cover of their 

notebooks.   

 


